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Trinity Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “We are a family, united and saved by faith in Christ, dedicated
to praising God and sharing His love and Word with all People.”
Joseph Visits Trinity The Children’s Christmas Program was held December 20.

On Wednesday December 9th Joseph visited
and told us about his feelings and how he fit
into the birth of Jesus and how it was to be the
father figure in the growing up years of Jesus.
He showed us where in the bible we could find
all the events that happened to foretell the
coming of the Christ child. And how God sent
him a dream telling the Jesus would be born to
Mary and that He was God’s Child. Joseph
should take Mary as his wife and help raise His
Son to become the Savior for all people.

20th.

The Senior Choir and the front four gave musical instrument |||
accompaniment. The concert was very well done and gave
pleasure to all those who attended. Thank you for your hard work.
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From the Pastor’s Desk by Pastor John Zeitler
Guarded Through the New Year

Have you decided on any New Year’s resolutions yet for
2010? How about using these words: Rejoice in the Lord always.
I will say rejoice! You probably recognize the words. They are
from Philippians chapter 4. They capture the whole theme of the
book, or letter: “Rejoice in the Lord.” Philippians has been
called “the epistle of joy.”

At first glance the words might seem a bit simplistic. Are
they encouraging the readers to say “Be happy, don’t worry”
Fifty times over real fast, and all sadness and sorrow will go
away instantly? That’s pretty tough to do in a world of hurts,
losses, recession, etc. Etc. Ignoring the facts doesn’t easily make
them go away.

Read the words around this statement and find that it is not
just another pep talk or motivational speech by some “positive
thinker” guru who travels the circuit charging fifty bucks a head
for the privilege of learning his, or her, secrets to success. The

Notes from the Council Meeting (December 15)
New Members:
Transferred In:
Jessica Gehrke, from Loving Shepherd, Milwaukee
Barbara Rasmussen, from Grace, Le Sueur
Robert and Emily Armstrong, from St. Pauls, Lake
Mills, Wisconsin.
The WELS office of Christian Giving has acknowledged our
gift of $10,000 from the Tiny Karnitz Bequest from the
operating fund.
Roger Malz was appointed to the Planned Giving Committee
The Christmas Committee will remain the same for one
more year since this was the initial year of working together.

(¢}
o
(¢}
(¢}
(¢}
(¢}
O

©)

Thursday Evening Services
Our midweek Thursday evening worship service will resume on
January 7 at 7:00 p.m.

words are written by a prisoner awaiting trail - a respectable
reason to be down on life and far from joyful. The prisoner has
been given the gift of faith in Jesus Christ, the world’s rescuer
sent from heaven. His encouragement is to rejoice “in the Lord
always.” God has given him and every one of his readers a
reason to rejoice through thick and thin, because, as he says,
“The Lord is near.”

Offering Envelopes

Your new set of offering envelopes for 2010 are in your
mailbox, or on the table in back, if they did not all fit in your box.
If you did not receive you envelopes and would like a set, please
leave a note in the friendship register, or call our church office
at 873-6545.

Our Savior God at times seems far away. When terrorists are
attacking innocent people, when our solders are risking their
lives in a place far away from their families to defend others,
when joblessness has sent people searching for shelter in their
cars and on the street, and when some folks are trying to figure
out how to feed their children, etc., etc., God does seem distant
and unconcerned.

Not so, says this writer (Paul). “The Lord is near.” Not only
is he nearby constantly, but the day is fast approaching when we
will meet him face to face on his turf. This might scare someone
who is blind to the light, but for those who have been given the
gift of faith in God’s mercy and forgiveness through Christ, it is
an exciting prospect! God is in charge of the new year and is in
charge of guiding your life.

Not to know this leads only to anxieties, fretting and
grumbling about circumstances around us. But the words here
encourage us to “let our gentleness (forbearance, kindness, big-
heartedness, sweet reasonableness) be evident to all.” Being nice
to others is affordable and can be genuine, because we belong to
the Lord who is near. Instead of grumbling and growling, we are
encouraged to present our requests to God “by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving.” Since he is near, he will listen and
answer.

Then there is the “guard” who is with us at all times. “The
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” That peaceful
relationship with the God who controls history and guides your
steps will guard your heart from fear, anxiety, evil, the whole
works! It’s a peace which cannot be defined by medicine or
psychology books. It comes from our Savior God. He proclaims
it in his word as facts, not through manipulation of human
emotions and feelings. God loves you because of Christ, enough
said, period!

Continued on page 3

Nominations for Church offices
Our nominating committee is seeking nominees for the
following leadership positions in tghe congregation:
Church Elder (3 year term)
School Elder (3 year term)
School Elder (3 year term)
Adult Discipleship - Church Council (3 year term)
Financial Stewardship - Church Council (3 year term)
Youth Discipleship - Church Council ( 2 year term)
If you might be interested, please submit your name to our
committee chairman, Mr. Quin Anderson (873-3401).
Nominations will be finalized by February and the election will
take place at our annual meeting on Sunday, February 21.

Jacob Is Coming Back!

Remember Jacob, the former Iraqi Muslim who was led to
Christ? He spoke here last year to a few smaller groups. On
Saturday, January 16th, he will return as our quest speaker. He
will be giving his presentation on Speaking the Truth in Love to
Muslims. It will run from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., with a lunch provided.
Please mark your calendars to make sure you can make it to this
event. Look for more information in the weeks to come! Come
for all of it or at least part of his presentation. Tell your friends
and neighbors.

Men’s Bible Study Mondays

The Men’s Discussion Group is held on Mondays at 7:00 p.m. at
the Ratzkeller at Kingsway Apartments on West Main Street.
The group is studying the book of James. Pastor Ed Fredrich,
chaplain at The Lutheran Home, teaches the class.

Women’s Spiritual Enrichment
Continued on page 3
Page 2



Continued from page 2

So we go into the new year wondering what it will bring. The
world was pretty messy when prisoner Paul wrote these
encouraging words in Philippians. It’s pretty bad today also. This
year may be our last, or another may come. Some day the last year
will come for all of us. Not to worry, the Lord is near! Your path
is secured and your guard stands at your side. Worry
accomplishes nothing, just trust him. And let him give you the joy
of sharing his heavenly peace with others, this peace which guards
you heart and your mind. Read Philippians chapter 4 and have a
happy new year in Christ.

Have a New Kid by Friday! By Mr. Whitney

“Have a New Kid by Friday!” is a Christian parenting class
produced by the popular Christian family counselor Dr. Kevin
Leman. This class is designed to help parents change their
children’s attitude, behavior, and character. The class begins on
January 10 between services and will continue for the next several
weeks afterwards. The same class will be offered Monday
evenings to give parents a choice for the day that works best for
them. “Have a New Kid by Friday!” will be open to the public.
You may wish to invite a coworker, neighbor, friend or relative to
attend with you. The cost is $10.00 per family sign-up sheet will
be placed in the church narthex in December. For more
information contact Mr. Whitney.

Memorials Given to Trinity
In Memory of Frieda Meierbachtol
To the Grand Piano Fund by Marion Steffensmeier (St.
Peter, MN)
In Memory of Marilyn Kroells
To Christmas Decoration Fund by Wally & Evonne Otto
In Memory of Melvin & Selma Zabel
To the Endowment Fund by Donald & Marilyn Zabel
In Memory of Maurice Buck
To The Endowment Fund by Donald & Marilyn Zabel

Believe
God’s plan for us is actually so simple that many times we miss
it. We tend to look for something more complicated - something
more difficult - that we are expected to do to please God. Jesus
has told us what we are to do to please the Father, “Believe!”
Doubt brings in confusion and often depression. It causes us

Continued from page 2

he new women’s Bible study coming up in January is called
‘A New Song: Planted By Streams of Water.” This study will
ncourage and uplift you as you reflect on the life-giving stream
hat never floods, never dries up, a stream that always sings
ongs of God’s wisdom, songs of our Savior’s love. Please join
s as often as you’d like on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. At

ingsway. The cost for the book for this study is $13.50. If you

ould like to order a book or have any questions, please give

athy Fredrich a call at 952-378-3671 or send an email to her at
fredrich25@ mchsi.com.

Open Gym Times

You are invited to use our gym for exercise when the building
is open and someone is available to lock up afterwards. The
oym is available from 7:00 to 8:30 a.m. on weekdays that school
is in session for those who wish to walk indoors. Every Monday
morning from 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. there is open gym time for
preschoolers and their moms.

Youth Group 2010 Calendar Sale

STiC teen group is offering wall calendars with biblical theme
for 2010. There is a sample on the STiC board in the narthex.
They are available for $5.00 in Pastor Meyer’s office for those
who would like to purchase any.
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A group of members of Trinity went caroling Dec. 21st.

to speak doubtful and negative words. Believing, on the other
hand, releases joy and leaves us free to enjoy life while God is
taking care of our circumstances. It sounds almost too good to be
true which is why many people never enter into God’s plan.

When Jesus said that whatever we ask of God, Believing, will
be granted to us, He was saving that we will receive it free. In
God’s economy, everything comes to us as a gift, and the only
thing we can do with a gift is receive it graciously with a thankful
heart.

Faith is not the price that buys God’s blessing. It is the hand
that receives His blessing. The price was paid for us by Jesus
Christ on the cross.

Faith, like muscle, is strengthened by “using” I, not by talking
about it.

See Mark 11:23:24

He Cares for You

Worry, anxiety, and care have no positive effect on our lives.
They do not bring a solution to problems. They do not help us
achieve good health and they prevent our growth in the Word of
God.
One of the ways that Satan steals the Word of God from our
heart is through cares. The Bible says we are to cast our cares
onto God, which is done by prayer. We cannot handle our own
problems; we are not built for it. We are created by God to be
dependent upon Him, to help us with them.
We must not take the care upon ourselves. Keeping our
cares is a manifestation of pride. It shows that we think we can
solve our own problems and that we don’t need the Lord.
We show our humility by leaning on God. Worry, anxiety,

Continued on bottom of page 4

Page 3



This is the scene that greeted the people as they came to
church.

As we entered the church to worship this beautifully
decorated sanctuaryt greeted us. The decorations are new
except for the manger scene and the advent candles. We
are truly blessed to be able to worship in the very festive
setting to celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior. We
thank those who worked to decorate our church.

This is the tree that the Rotary placed in churches and
business to collect gifts for needy children who may not

receive gifts for Christmas. This is what Trinity collected.

GOD’S YELLOW PAGES (Promises about)

Enjoying Friendship Needing Each Other
John ................. 15:12-13 Ecclesiastes ................. 4:9
1 Corinthians ........ 12:26 Isaiah .......ccccooeeiieis 41:6
| Hebrews .............. 15:1-2 1 Corinthians ............ 12:12
| Reaching beyond ourselves God’s Forgiveness
Hebrews .......... 10:24-25 Romans .................... 8:1-2
1 John ...coovviinne, 1:7 J 0] 110 R 1:9
8| Seeking God Psalm .........ccoevenne. 85:2
Psalm ......cccccoeenen. 63:1 Being Reconciled to God
1 Chronicles .....16:11-12 2 Corinthians ........ 5:18-19
Romans .................. 10:9 Romans ................ 8:15-16
Being Refined by God Colossians ............ 1:19-20
2 Timothy .............. 2:21 Being Genuine
Psalm ................. 10:17 1John ...ccovveeniinnnn, 5:1
Psalm ......cc........... 18:32 Galatians.......... 5:26,28,29
Micah ......cccoeeevveeennnn. 6:8

Ladies’ Aid

Instead of a meeting in December we had a congregational
Christmas party. A potluck lunch was served. We wish to thank
Jan Schense for playing the piano for the singing of Christmas
Carols. Good food, good company and good music. Thanks to all
those who came we hope you had a good time. Thanks to Irma
Woestehoff, Leona Sellnow and Deb Malz for hosting the Party.
The January meeting will be January 14th at 7:30 p.m., hosted by
Donna Karnitz. All ladies of the congregation are welcome.
Coffee Hour January 17, serving are Mary Miller, LaVerne
Muehlenhardt and Luella Heitkamp

LWMS will have a coffee hour January 31 Hosted by the January
Standing Committee.

January Service Committee Co Chairwomen are Janice Schense
and LaVerne Muehlenhardt

The rest of the Committee are:

Linda Jeurissen Yvonne Woestehoff  Mary Mathwig
Carol Kruschke Janet Sellnow Lynn Erickson
Debra Maresch Mary Meyer Sarah Herrick
Nancy Otto Lois Schuldt Lori Kornder
Natalie Erwin Anita Herrmann Michelle Guscettte
Andrea Hahm Jennifer Meyer

February Service Committee co chairwomen are Kay (James)
Carlson and Bev Ince

News Letter

Please submit articles for the news letter by January 31st. You
can give the article to Luella Heitkamp, put it in our mailbox
at church or you can send it to me by email at
o.heitkamp@mchsi.com. Thank You for your help.

Continued from page 3
He Cares for You
and care are not manifestations of leaning on God, but they clearly

| | state by their mere existence that we are attempting to take care of
| | ourselves.

Pray about everything and worry about nothing. You will enjoy
life much more.

God’s ability to bring his will to pass in your life is determined
by your faith in Him and in His Word.
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